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To the saints in New Zealand 

 

A Report from the Propagation in the Lower South Island, 26 - 30 June 

 

Dear saints, 

 

The Lord is surely moving in New Zealand and He has opened the way for all the saints to participate 

in this move! This is a report from the propagation in the lower South Island on the week 26-30 June 

2022. 

 

Background 

 

Through fellowship there was a decision to conduct the Full-time Training fieldwork in a different 

way this semester. Rather than having groups of trainees visit churches, there was the feeling to have 

a propagation in the lower South Island by way of knocking on doors, contacting people, and giving 

out Recovery Versions. One hundred and ten saints from around New Zealand, including trainees, 

young working saints, local saints, and families with young children joined this propagation. Saints 

from around New Zealand, and from around the world, also participated through prayer and by giving. 

 

These saints were grouped into three teams to go to Queenstown, Dunedin, and Invercargill. For the 

six weeks leading up to the propagation time, the brothers leading the coordination in each team and 

then all of the members of each team met weekly to pray and coordinate. This coordination brought us 

all into the one flow and the same burden. 

 

At the beginning of the propagation, all the saints came together in Dunedin for three meetings to enter 

further into the burden, and to be trained and equipped to contact people by door knocking and by 

setting up Bibles for New Zealand tables. Then the teams travelled to their designated places. 

 

During the propagation, the saints came together every morning to pursue the Lord in the ministry, to 

pray, and to coordinate. In the afternoons they went out in groups to contact people. In the evenings, 

they came together again to fellowship. They also held Bible seminars. 

 

Below are detailed reports from each locality.  

 

  

For the grace of God, 

bringing salvation to all men,  

has appeared, training us …. 

Titus 2:11, 12 
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Dunedin 

 

The Dunedin’s propagation team consisted of approximately 30 local saints and 26 saints from out of 

town. Out of the Dunedin team, a small team of seven saints laboured for the gospel in Oamaru for 

three days. It is estimated that we knocked on approximately 1,700 doors in Dunedin and 200 doors in 

Oamaru. As a result of the labour, approximately 150 people in Dunedin and 25 people in Oamaru 

have received a copy of the Recovery Version. Out of these Bible recipients, there is an opportunity to 

have ongoing contact with 36 people in Dunedin and 6 in Oamaru. 

 

The spirit of the labouring saints was very strong and high. Despite facing many rejections during 

door-knocking, we were rejoicing in our spirit. We began each day with much enjoyment of the 

ministry, prayer, and coordination. No one needed to struggle alone because we could depend on the 

Lord and on one another. 

 

Not long after the propagation week, a Bible recipient whom we met at our Bibles for New Zealand 

table came to our Lord’s table and prophesying meeting. She also brought her two children with her. 

They seemed to enjoy their time with us. This was an encouragement to us. 

 

We trust that the Lord has many more seekers that He wants to gain among those who received the 

Bible during the propagation week.  May the Lord strengthen us and bless our continual labour with 

Him in contacting these ones. 

 

Invercargill 

 

The Invercargill propagation consisted of six sub-teams, five offering the Bible through door knocking 

and one setting up tables. Our focus was the city of Invercargill but besides this we also visited the two 

localities of Gore and Bluff.  

 

In Gore the teams gave out 18 Bibles over a two-hour period and a number of people are interested in 

re-visitation. We are praying that a regular home meeting could be established there in the coming 

months. 

 

In the town of Bluff there was a very encouraging response to the door knocking and in a number of 

cases the saints were invited into homes, and some people received the Lord. Again, we trust that the 

Lord can open up a regular home meeting in Bluff which the saints in Invercargill could join for the 

building up of the Lord’s testimony there.  

 

In Invercargill, the saints knocked on many doors and a good response was seen in poorer areas. In 

one street alone nine Bibles were given out and several people received the Lord as their Saviour. Also 

in Invercargill, a Bibles for New Zealand table was set up four times and on the first occasion, two 

girls prayed to receive the Lord and two other girls from Fiji were happy to receive Bibles.  

 

Dear saints, we rejoice that we have been a part of this move of the Lord in this part of the country. In 

total we distributed 200 Bibles and at least ten people opened up to receive the Lord Jesus, but we fully 

appreciate that the blessing that we enjoyed was a result of the Lord moving in the whole Body. Many 

were praying, many were giving to help this move financially, and some of us were going.  

 

Thank the Lord for His going on here. We are endeavouring to continue in the spirit of the gospel with 

your prayers and support for the future. 
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Queenstown 

 

The brothers on the Queenstown team looked into the demographics of Queenstown and found that 

about 30% of the population are believers, but only 4% are attached to a Christian group. This means 

approximately 26% of the population are Christians who are not meeting. We had also heard that there 

were a good number of Brazilians living in Queenstown. We did some analysis to determine the areas 

where the highest concentration of locals live, and went out in groups of three or four to knock on 

doors there. We also had a Bibles for New Zealand table at the waterfront, and one morning we went 

to two large shopping malls. The mothers with young children went to a Playcentre in the mornings. 

We also rented that Playcentre to use in the evenings for our coordination and for the Bible seminar 

on Thursday night. 

 

After the first full day of contacting people, in our coordination in the evening, we realised that many 

of the ones we had contacted were Brazilian, and these were the ones who were most open. We also 

found that many of them could only speak Portuguese. We discovered that out of a population of 

15,400, roughly 4,000 people in Queenstown are Brazilian. It is possible to live in Queenstown without 

speaking English! We felt the Lord’s leading to focus on these ones. We asked several Portuguese-

speaking saints to travel to Queenstown and join us.  

 

On Thursday night, four contacts came to the English Bible seminar. They were all very happy to be 

there. One stood up to share in the overflow time at the end of the meeting. 

 

We had planned to finish the propagation Friday afternoon, but since many of the team were going on 

to attend the National Young Peoples’ camp in Queenstown that weekend, and would still be in town, 

we felt to extend our labour to take care of the Brazilian contacts. We booked the Playcentre for the 

Friday night, so that we could hold a second Bible seminar, this time in Portuguese. We asked if we 

could also book it on Saturday, so that we could have a ‘Stars’ children’s programme there (similar to 

the online ‘Stars’ children’s programme the trainees conduct on a weekly basis), but it was already 

booked. We felt burdened to hold this event and gave the matter to the Lord. Subsequently the manager 

told us that the person with the booking had contracted Covid-19, and it was now available for us to 

use. 

 

On Friday we prepared materials for the Portuguese Bible seminar which involved translating the 

invitations and the evening programme for the Bible seminar, with the help from the Portuguese-

speaking saints that joined us. We prepared invitations and gift bags for the Stars programme that we 

were going to hold in the weekend. We learnt some greetings and phrases in Portuguese, as well as the 

hymn we would sing at the Portuguese Bible seminar that evening: Mystery Hid from Ages. We prayed 

and followed up with contacts from earlier in the week, and we went out to knock on doors, and contact 

people in various places. 

 

On Friday evening seven Brazilian believers came to the Portuguese Bible seminar. Apart from one 

young lady, these ones could only speak Portuguese. We sang in Portuguese and English. We shared 

with them in Portuguese about the Recovery Version, and we presented The Mystery of Human Life 

using the Recovery Version. Then in smaller groups the other Portuguese-speaking saints helped them 

to get into one of the keys by using the Recovery Version. One of the Brazilian believers in particular 

was filled with joy, and smiled broadly the whole evening. He told us that God had led him to this 

place. At the end of the meeting, the Brazilian believers told us that they were very happy to have 

come, and that if we held another meeting like this, they would come again. We were all filled with 

joy at what the Lord was doing. 

 

The following afternoon we ran the Stars programme at the Playcentre. Some of the full-time trainees 

who had been on the other teams joined us, and together with the trainees from the Queenstown team, 
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presented the story of the Good Samaritan, which the children loved. In addition to our own parents 

and children, we had one Christian Brazilian father come with his young daughter. This brother speaks 

very good English and very good Portuguese. 

 

We discovered that there is nowhere that the Brazilian believers can meet in Queenstown, because the 

Christian groups there only have English-speaking meetings. It is as if the Lord has been keeping these 

ones from becoming attached to any group so that they would be hungry and open. 

 

Although we knocked on approximately 800 doors, many of the ones that we now have contact with 

came in ways that only the Lord could arrange. This is a confirmation to us that it is not our doing, but 

the Lord’s moving. We are simply cooperating with Him in His move in the Body. 

 

Overall, about 450 Recovery Versions were given out in Queenstown, and we now have nearly 40 

warm contacts there, many of whom are Portuguese-speaking only, and many have young children. 

The fields are white. We must beseech the Lord of the harvest to thrust out the workers! 

 

There are only a few saints living in Queenstown. None of them have young children, and before this 

week, none spoke any Portuguese, but they are now endeavouring to learn some! One of the couples 

is renting a house with a good-sized lounge, which we used as a base, and which the saints have been 

using for group meetings and Bible studies. Their landlord has recently indicated that the house will 

be sold, and they have less than six weeks to find another place. Property in Queenstown is rare and 

expensive. This is a crucial time, and the saints need an adequate place in a good location to continue 

to care for the warm contacts there. We believe that the Lord will provide the right property at the right 

time. This is something we can pray and give for. 

 

The saints in Queenstown are following up with these new contacts and establishing group meetings 

and Bible studies. Saints from Dunedin and Invercargill will travel regularly to join with them over 

the coming weeks and months. A Portuguese-speaking couple from Hamilton will travel to 

Queenstown to join the saints there to shepherd the Brazilian contacts every second week, and on 

alternate weeks will hold a Zoom meeting. One thousand Portuguese Recovery Versions are currently 

on the way to New Zealand from France by ship, and twenty are coming by air. 

 

Some specific testimonies from Queenstown 

 

A Brazilian believer looking for the Body of Christ 

 

Until recently, one of the Brazilian believers who joined the seminar was living in Brazil. The situation 

there was not good. He told us that the Lord had told him to go to New Zealand and that He would 

lead him to some people who would tell him that “the church is the Body of Christ”, an expression 

that was not familiar to him. He saved up enough money for a ticket, and enough to care for his wife 

and daughter while he travelled to New Zealand to work with the goal of bringing them to New Zealand 

later. He arrived at Auckland airport two weeks before the propagation at 8:30 a.m. He was held in 

immigration until 10 p.m., during which time, 15 other Brazilians were deported back to Brazil. During 

this time, this brother had several conversations with the Lord. At 10 p.m. the customs officer allowed 

him to enter New Zealand and he travelled to Queenstown. On Friday, the day we were to hold the 

Bible seminar, he had to travel to Invercargill to collect some medical results for immigration. He had 

a 15-minute stopover in Dunedin at midday. Some Portuguese-speaking saints were in Dunedin and 

had a bus ride to Queenstown scheduled in the early afternoon, but decided to come early to the bus 

stop because the teams had all gone out door knocking, and they were left alone. At the supermarket, 

they overheard this brother speaking on the phone in Portuguese. The saints approached him, and they 

invited him to come to the Bible seminar in Queenstown that evening. He continued on to Invercargill, 

collected his results and then returned to Queenstown and joined the seminar that evening. After the 
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meeting, this new one asked a brother what denomination this was, and the brother responded that “the 

church is the Body of Christ”! He was overjoyed to be with the saints, and to have been led by the 

Lord to find them. On the Lord’s Day, he joined the National Young People’s camp, and also joined 

the young people to preach the gospel and hand out Recovery Versions in the town during the 

afternoon. He lives very close to one of the couples in Queenstown, and is now connected with them. 

 

A very open Brazilian couple who attended the children’s programme 

 

For the Stars programme, we needed something to project the children’s songs onto, but there was 

nothing suitable at the Playcentre. One of the brothers found a free projector screen on Facebook 

marketplace. When some brothers went to pick it up, they told the lady who gave it to them about the 

upcoming Stars programme. That lady told one of her employees about it, and the employee told her 

husband to bring one of their three children. He came, not knowing anything about the event. He is the 

one who speaks both Portuguese and English well. He and his wife are believers; they have three 

children who attend a Christian school online. They moved to New Zealand three weeks ago. They are 

very open and seeking, and unattached to any Christian group. 

 

Contacting a Chinese man who wanted to believe in God 

 

A Chinese man was contacted through door knocking. He wanted to believe in God, but didn’t know 

how. Jehovah’s Witnesses had come to his door previously, and he had researched them and felt that 

they were not proper. When the saints knocked on his door, he took a Recovery Version, then looked 

up Watchman Nee and Witness Lee. He felt he could trust these ones. He came to the Thursday night 

seminar. Some Chinese-speaking brothers shared with him in the group time about the mystery of 

human life. At the end of the meeting he stood to share that he was happy and thankful that he had 

begun to learn about the meaning of his life, that God could come into him, and he wanted to find out 

more. After the meeting he approached one of the brothers who lives in Queenstown, asked for his 

phone number, and requested to have more Bible studies with him. 

 

Seven staff members at KFC receiving Bibles 

 

During the young peoples’ camp in Queenstown, the young people went into the town to contact people 

and give out Recovery Versions. As the time was finishing, a group of saints went to KFC. They had 

one Recovery Version yet to give out. One of the sisters took the Bible and went to the counter. She 

waited there for a long time, not being served. She prayed that one of the staff at KFC would take the 

Bible. When someone came to serve her, she told the staff member about the Recovery Version. Two 

other staff members joined the conversation. The sister gave one of them the Bible, and gave the others 

order forms to request Bibles. Then she asked if any others would like a Bible. The lady turned around 

to count the staff, then said “seven”. The sister quickly contacted other saints who were close by, and 

managed to get six Bibles to give to these open staff members. As they were leaving, the sister asked 

the staff members if they had their Bibles with them. They did, and were very happy to have received 

them. 

 

A lady given a Bible in a coffee shop and then having her door knocked on 

 

While visiting the shopping mall, one brother gave a Recovery Version to a young lady in a coffee 

shop, but didn’t get her contact details. She took it home and showed it to her parents. Later some 

saints knocked on their door. The parents answered the door, and recognised the Recovery Version. 

They are a Brazilian family, and were open to further contact. Some Portuguese-speaking saints visited 

this family who warmly invited them into their home for coffee. The family were then invited to come 

to the Portuguese Bible seminar, and they came. The husband said after the meeting that if another is 
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held, they will come again, and bring many more Brazilian people. He asked for more Recovery 

Versions that he could give to others. 

 

Other contacts in Queenstown 

 

Another young lady in Queenstown often posted messages on social media about the Lord. A 

Portuguese-speaking sister noticed these posts and contacted this young lady, and asked her to come 

to the Portuguese seminar. The young lady came and brought her parents. She is now having regular 

Bible studies with a Portuguese-speaking sister. The whole family is very open to the saints and they 

are looking forward to the arrival of the Portuguese Recovery Version. 

 

Two couples who were previously known to the saints in Queenstown were invited to the Bible 

seminar, and both came. It turns out they are neighbours, and are very open for fellowship with the 

saints. 

 

Another Brazilian Christian lady has been living in Queenstown for seven years. She especially wants 

a Portuguese Recovery Version. She is very open. 

 

Our feeling is that this is just the beginning of the Lord’s move in the lower South Island. We look to 

the Lord for His ongoing leading, and we open this to the saints that we could all participate in His 

move in the Body. 

 

 

Much grace, 

The Brothers Coordinating in this Propagation 


